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EPA ID#: NYD000764936 
RCRA Status: Large Quantity Generator 
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ATTENDEES 

Philip Flax, 2AWM-HWC, (212) 264-5974 
Lawrence D'Andrea, 2AWM-HWC, (212) 264-5175 

SUMMARY OF FACILITY OPERATION 

Roehr Chemicals Inc., a subsidiary of the ACETO Corporation, one 
Hollow Lane, Lake Success, N.Y. 11042-1215, produces bulk 

. . i . . which are used in the preparation of 
prescription drugs. There are two major chemicals produced at the 
facility, Phenylpropanolamine Hydrochloride USP and 
Propiophenone. The facility has twenty-one (21) employees and 
conducts a twenty-four (24) hour operation, Monday through 
Friday. Production methods utilize both batch and continuous 
processes in their operation. Wastes created from their first 
process are, Dimethyl Ketone, from the decomposition of low 
J1:1"3 point oil, traces of product (Propiophenone), and traces 
of Benzene. Wastes created from the 2nd process consist of 
Isopropanoi, parazine, and xylene which is used as a solvent 

afe *our underground storage tanks on site which contain 
methanol, isopropyl alcohol, xylene, and fuel oil respectively. 
Bulk product and waste materials are stored in 55 gal. drums in 
various locations on site. The hazardous wastes are stored in a 
contlin ™tlUn a yard that is aur™nded by a berm, to 
contain spills. There are emergency procedures and alarms in 
place to monitor the production process in case of malfunctions. 

SUMMARY OF INSPECTION 

the Ha?ardou8 Bast, Cmnplianca 

^ l inspected the Roehr Chemical facility located at 
52-2° 37th Street, Long Island City, New York. The inspection was 
conducted at the request of Assemblywoman Catherine Nolan. 
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The inspectors arrived at the facility at approximately 10i00 
A.M. and requested to speak to the person in charge. They were 
then escorted to the main office and introduced to Mr. Harry 
Olenberg, vice President and General Manager of the facility. 
The inspectors then requested to review applicable paperwork 
including hazardous waste manifests, air and water permits, 
health and safety training records, Emergency Response Plan, and 
other pertinent documentation. The records were promptly produced 
by Mr, Olenberg and reviewed by the inspectors. All manifests and 
Permits were up to date and no discrepancies were found. The 
facility had a Emergency Response Plan in place and the employees 
that handled hazardous materials were fully trained and enrolled 
in a medical monitoring program. The inspectors then questioned 
Mr. Olenberg regarding the production processes and hazardous 
waste management practices at the facility. 

In 1989 the underground storage tanks, described above, were 
tested for tightness and the fuel oil tank system was found to be 
leaking. The test results were reported to the NYSDEC and the 
tank was excavated. The leak was located in the tank's piping 
system and repaired. As part of the remediation process three (3) 
monitoring wells were installed in the vicinity of the tanks and 
no contamination was found in the subsurface. 

Mr. Olenberg informed the inspectors that a release of chemicals 

occurred at the facility in August 1990. The release occurred 

over a weekend and was the result of a pump malfunctioning. The 
spill was contained and N.Y.Department of Environmental 

Conservation (DEC) and N.Y. city Department of Environmental 

Protection (DEP) supervised the cleanup. The contaminated soil 
and chemical residue Was removed from site by s & W Waste inc., a 

permitted transporter and treatment storage and disposal faciiitv 

in New jersey, (EPA Id. No. NJA0958215). As a result of the spill 

the facility installed dikes and berms designed to contain any 

ŝpills which might happen in the future. A checklist and pump 

lockout system was also installed, which is utilized durinq plant 

shutdown procedures, to eliminate the possibility of future 

mishaps. J 

The inspectors noted a strong chemical odor throughout the plant 
and questioned Mr. Olenberg regarding the possibility of anv 
, zar<*ous Materials being released to the atmosphere. Mr, 
olenberg told them that each possible release point within the 
facility was permitted by the City of New York and the U.S. 
Department of Labor O.S.H.A. inspected the facility in mid 199o. 
OSHA found a number of violations at the facility,(OSHA 
Inspection No. 109904524, OSHA Reporting I.D. NO. 021560) and 

facility to undertake certain abatement activities 
to meet federal regulations. Part of the OSHA investigation 
included personnel monitoring of the work environment, by fittina 
resulte^in^h^imn?^1^ m°$itorfn9 devises. The OSHA study 
resulted in the implementation of engineering controls which 
reduced hazardous emissions to allowable levels. The inspectors 
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were unable to monitor the air within the facility therefore the 
quality of the atmosphere at the time of the inspection is not 
known. 

The facility discharges industrial wastewaters into the N.Y. City 
sewer system and is being monitored by the N.Y. City Bureau of 
Wastewater Treatment. The facility is required by Federal 
regulations to periodically monitor its wastewater discharges to 
determine whether or not applicable standards are being exceeded. 
The facility is therefore required to test it's wastewater 
discharge semi-annually and report the results to the DEP. At 
present the facility wastewater is being pH neutralized prior to 
discharge to the Sewer. The DEP has ordered the facility to 
install an oil-water separator on the wastewater line just before 
the neutralization tank. The facility has been unable to get a 
permit from the city for this installation because city code 
requires ah oil water separator to be installed between the 
Ineutralizer and the discharge point. The facility is at present 
attempting to obtain a variance from the City for the 
installation of the separator according to DEP's design 
requirements. During the time of the inspection there was no 
evidence of material being poured into the sewer or otherwise 
being disposed of illegally. 

Mr. Olenberg informed the inspectors that the company planned to 
move the facility to Carlstadt, New Jersey sometime in June 1991 
and they are now in the process of closing down their operations. 

The inspectors toured the facility with Mr. Olenberg and viewed 
the hazardous waste accumulation and storage areas. The hazardous 
wastes are stored in 55 gallon drums that are located in a 
designated area in the storage yard. The storage area is 
surrounded by dikes and berms to contain leaks or spills. At the 
time of the inspection all the drums in the storage area, 
(approximately 50), were empty. There were two partially filled 
(20 - 30 gallons approx.) 55 gallon drums of hazardous waste in 
the waste accumulation area inside the building. The inspectors 
Observed the drums were not labeled, there were no accumulation 
dates, and the bungs were open. The inspectors informed Mr. 
Olenberg that the drums were in violation of RCRA regulations and 
he had an employee close and mark the drums in the presence of 
the inspectors. 

The hazardous waste storage area was not properly secured. The 

gate was left open and access to the area was not properlv 

controlled.  ̂ 1 

FUTURE ENFORCEMENT ACTION 

All information and data obtained at and from this facility is 
being reviewed for possible enforcement actions. 
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